THE OCALAN
CASE:

TEN YEARS OF ISOLATION,
TEN YEARS OF TORTURE

A CRITIQUE OF TURKISH-EUROPEAN
HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY




INTRODUCTION

ped on his way from the Greek embassy inNairobi

(Kenya) to the airport. He was tied up and brought
to Turkey aboard the aircraft of a Turkish businessman. This
was an act of piracy, which put an end to a week-long odyssey
between Damascus, Moscow, Amsterdam, Rome and Athens
— hardly a convincing chapter in the European book of law.

On February 15, 1999 Abdullah Ocalan was kidnap-

It is now known that the abduction was accomplished through
collaboration between the secret services of Turkey, the US
and Israel. It is irrelevant that the Kenyan government was
informed about the kidnapping and approved of it tacitly —
the penal codes of all countries concerned regard kidnapping
as a deprivation of liberty which is liable to prosecution. Since
February 16, 1999 the Kurdish leader has been kept prisoner
on the Turkish prison island of Imrali. His state of health is
highly unsound, prompting concern for his life. The anti-tor-
ture committee of the European Council has also requested
that Ocalan’s solitary confinement is ended. Turkey, however,
refuses to comply with these demands.



TORTURE

ccording to the UN anti-torture convention, torture is

the infliction of excruciating physical or psychological

ain for such reasons as punishment, intimidation,

coercion, the extraction of a confession or the obtaining of
information.

The European anti-torture convention, which came into effect
on June 26, 1987, is based on the UN convention and to a
large extent identical with it. Hox'ivever, these conventions do
not cover pain and suffering as a result of permissible measures
by the authorities, and their vague wording again and again
provides opportunities for the authgrities to interpret them to
their own benefit, This is also
solitary confinement.
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